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Petition Number: P-06-1233
Petition title: Repeal Coronavirus Regulations and end all Covid-19 restrictions
Text of petition:

Abolish all Covid restrictions, restore civil liberties & social freedoms and
increase focus on education, guidance, advice and best practices.

Allow freedom of choice in favour of mental health: Those who wish to isolate
at home may do so freely; as may those who wish to return to normal life..

1. Background: The regulations

impact of the pandemic. The regulations have been frequently amended to
reflect changes in the development of the pandemic.

% www.senedd.wales


https://gov.wales/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-no-5-wales-regulations-2020-amended
https://gov.wales/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-no-5-wales-regulations-2020-amended
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/22/contents

P-06-1233: Repeal Coronavirus Regulations and end all Covid-19 restrictions

level four to restrictions on gatherings and events at level four. They also set rules
that apply at all alert levels, including requiring people to wear face coverings in
certain situations and places.

The Welsh Government has generally made the health protection regulations
enables regulations to be made without a draft being laid before and approved
by the Senedd, if the person making the regulations makes a declaration that
they are ‘of the opinion that, by reason of urgency, it is necessary’ to do this. Such
extensions). The Senedd has not voted to reject any health protection regulations
during the pandemic.

2. Revoking the regulations

The Welsh Government would be able to revoke the health protection regulations
by making secondary legislation under the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act
1984.

The regulations are made on a temporary basis. At the time of writing, the expiry
date of the regulations is 25 February 2022.

The regulations also require the Welsh Government to review the need for the
restrictions and requirements that they impose, and whether they are
proportionate to what the Welsh Ministers seek to achieve by them, every 21 days.

3. Welsh Government response

The Minister for Health and Social Services responded to the petition on 15
December, when Wales was at alert level O.

In the response, the Minister recognises that some measures to respond to the
pandemic have been ‘very challenging’, but says they have been necessary to
prevent the spread of the virus, save lives and protect the NHS.

The Minister states that the Welsh Government'’s 21-day reviews of the regulations
include ‘balancing the direct harms arising from coronavirus with the wider social,
economic and wellbeing impact of measures'.
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Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.




